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Switch on
1 Study the description of the course of AIec

Hammond, a technology student from Scotland,
and answer the questions.

1 How long does the course last?

2 What jobs can he do after he completes this
course?

3 Can he study a foreign language?

Civil engineering, HND

. Fluidmechanics

. Geotechnics

Ideal for sttLdenls who want to follow a citrL'(;t'ut Ctvil enginex'ring.

Duration:

T\ro years full-time, starting in September

Overview:

The construction industry needs well{rained and qualified managers, technologists, and
technicians. This course is designed to teach you the sl<rlls necessary for a managerial role in
this industryYou will learn the latest construction practices and be given the opportunity to
specíalize in one area'

Course content
You study core units in;
. CAD
. CommunÍcattons
. Construction management . IT
. Constructrontechnology . Maths
. Construction surveyng . Mecharucs and
. Civil engnneerurg materials structure
. Drawing and design

You can take additional units in;
. Advanced structural design
. Advanced surveying
. Highway engineerurg
. Quality assurance
. a foreign language

What can I do next?
On successful completion of the course, you may progress to a range of degree-level courses
Some students progress to employment as Clvil engnneeringtechnicians /technologrsts



In which of the core units will these topics be covered?

1 thepropertiesofconcrete
2 computer applicatÍon software
3 forces on a structure
4 calculus
5 report vwiting

Listening
The course
Look at Alec's timetable below. Some of the
information is missing. Before you listen, answerthe
questions about the timetable.

1 What time do classes start each day?

2 Which room is Maths in?

3 Who teaches Calculus?

4 What do students do on Tuesdays and ThursdaysT

f) tisten to part 1 of the interview. Answer the
questions.

1 Which stage of the course Ís A]ec at7

2 How many women are taking the course?

3 What agewas hewhenheleft school?

4 Which subject did he enjoy most at school?

5 What iob did he do when he left schoolT
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ln this unit
o l istening for detail
O Present Simple v Present Continuous
o key terms for d iffe rent bra nches of tech nology
o strong and weak forms of auxil iary verbs

Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions.

1 What choice do students have if they successfully
complete the course?

2 Is this course similar to engineering courses in your
country?

3 Wouldvouliketofollowthis course?

Q tisten to part 2 of the interview. Fill gaps 1-8 in the
timetable.

Q Here are the interviewer's questions from part 3 of
the interview. Predict how AIec answers them. Then
listen to part 3 and check your answers.

1 What do you hope to do at the end of your course?

2 Whatkind of degreewillyoutake?

3 Howlongwill ittakeT

4 When you start work as a civil engineer, what do
you want to build - houses, or big structures like
bridges and roads?

Write your own timetable in English, including the
following information :

* course title
r lessontimes
* subjects
. names of teachers
. self-studytime andfreeperiods

Civil engineering, Semester 2
09.00-l L00 .  l5-12.  l5 3.15-14.  l5 4.30-16.30

Mon

3 , r
H.Lomax

Maths

4 , 5

B'Daüs

2

G2
WeiMing

Civil engineering

Materials Labs 4.4

D.Cowan

Ttre S E L F - S T U D Y

llVed Calculus
4 .2
B.Davis

3

4.5

J,Bell

4 .5

J.Bell

FREE

Íhur

Fri

c.I
C4

T) Cowan

. T ' DY

T) (lowa D.CowanDoyle



12 Un i t  2

18% of engineering students
on unrversrty courses In
the U5A in 2004 were
female

. Language spot
Present Simple v Present Continuous
o Study these examples from the interview. \rt/hy is the
Present Continuous used for sentences l-4 and Present
Simple for sentences 5-8?
1 You're doing an HND in Civil Engineeri.ng.
2 What'sthe companyworking on?
3 They're turning an old ffice building into a

nÍght c lub. . ,
4 I'm doing a project on a new bridge...

5 I have classes three days aweek...
6 I really enjoy it.
7 I like the maths and physics side of it ...
8 I want to go on to do the degree.

r We use the Present Continuous for things that are
happening now and for a limited period around now:
I' m studying C iv iI E ng ine ering.

r We use the Present Simple for things which are
always true:
Copper conducts electricity.

for repeated actions, habits, and events:
We finish e arly on We dne sday s.

with verbs that describe thinking and feeling:
I like calculus.

)) Goto GtammarteÍerence p.115

t Put the verb in the sentences in the correct tense.
Present Simple or Present Continuous.

1 Ms Davis - (teach)Maths.

2 Classes - (start) at nine o'clock.

3 AIec - (take) an HND course.

4

5

6

He - (study) at Telford College this year

On Tuesdays, he - (study) in the library.

He - (want)to be a CÍvil EngÍneer.

He - (work) on a project about a new
bridge.

A lot of local people - (not / Iike) the
proposal.

A

7
ó

9
10

11
T2

13
74

9 They- (think) it will increase the amount
of traffic near their homes.

10 The old bridge - (carry) ten times the
traffic Ít was designed to carry.

2 Answerthese questions about yourself with complete
sentences. Use the timetable you wrote in 5 on p.11 to
help.

1 What are you studying?

2 Where are you studying?

3 Howlongisyourcourse?

4 Is it part-time or full-time?

5 What qualification do you get when you complete
the courseT

What are the main subjects?

Which subject do you find most dÍfficult?

Why do you find Ít dÍfficult?

Which subject do you enjoy most?

How many classes do you have each week?

When do your classes start each day?

When do they finish?

Do you have any self-study time?

What do you hope to do when you finish your
course?

Ask the same questions to your partner.

Using your answers to 2, complete the gaps in this
description.

I'mstudying at 'z.It's a
. When I complete the

course,I will get a e .

The main subjects are 6 . The subject I find

most difficult is ' . I find it difficult because

.8 . The subject I enjoy most is

Ihave ! classes eachweek. Classes start

each day at -'1 and finish at -'2 . I

3
4

When I finish my course, I hope to



Pronunciation
Strong and weakforms of auxiliaryverbs
Auxiliary verbs have strong and weak forms.

Q Listen to the examples.
Does AIec like Maths? Yes, he d.oes.
Is he in hisfirst year? Yes, he is.

We use the strong form when the auxiliary verb Ís
stressed, as in the short answers in the examples. The
weak form is used when the auxiliary is not stressed.
This is usually in Yes,/No questions.

Answer the ouestions about Alec.
l Is he studyingto be an engineer? Yes,he Ís.
2 Arethere anywomeninhis class? -
3 Does his coursetaketwo years? -
4 Can he start a degree after six months?

5 Has he got acceptance from two universitiesT

6

7

Does he have to pass all the modules? -
Will it take him four years to complete the BEng?

8 Has he got any lab work on his course?
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Q Now listen to the questions and answers. Underline
the strong forms.

Work in pairs. Ask and answer questions l-8 about
yourself. Give extra information if possible.

EXAMPLE

A Are you studying to be an engineer?
B Yes,I am, I,d lÍke to be a civil engÍneer.
1 Do you like your course?
2 Arethere anywomeninyourclass?

3 Have you got any lab work on your course?
4 Is there any project work on your course?
5 Does your coursetaketwoyearsT
6 Doyouhaveto pass allthe modulesT

7 Can you start a degree after your course?

8 Willyou lookfor a job afteryour course?

Pairwork
Work in pairs, A and B. Each of you has part of a
timetable for a student taking a diploma in computing
support. Exchange information with your partner by
asking and answering questions. Complete the table.

Student A Go to p.110.

Student B

Mon

09.00-11.00 11.15-'t3.00 | 14.00-15.30

SELF-STUDY

'r5.30-'r6.30

Tues Tutorial Hardware
installation
& maintenance
R]10

Client operating
systems

Rl02

Wed Computer
operating
systems
R]05

Structured
programming

Thur lT applications

R]07

Computer
architecture
4104

Free

Fri

R]05

Communicat ion
sk i l l s

Free Free
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Problem-solving
I Pictures A-H represent dÍfferent branches oí

technology. Match each picture to sentences l-8.

1 Electrical engineering is about generating and
supplying power.

2 Electronic engineerÍng is about designing and
making machines that use electric poweÍ'

3 CivÍl engineering is about designing, building, and
looking after structures.

4 Marine engineering is applying engineering to take
advantage ofthe sea.

5 Manufacturing engineering is about making useful
things from raw materials.

6 Mechanical engineering Ís about designing and
making all the parts of machines that move. That
could mean rocket science or bike design - and
everything in between.

7 Chemical engineering is about usÍng the processes
which change materials in a chemical or physical
way. The science behind these processes helps to
find out the best way to make the right products.

8 InformatÍon technology is about using computers
for collecting, storing, and sending information.

2 Work in groups of three or four. Make a list of as many
other branches oftechnology as you can. Try to explain
them in English.

o
l /jt

. t {
t r -
l - r

tr
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Webquest
I Study the course description and complete the table.

Hornbt' Ool lcg,c ol- ' l 'cchnologt'

Fortnc1atitlt-t l)cgrcc l 5ó3: Corll;rtrtirrg _ Wcb te chrrologv

What are the entry reqwirements?

Ar.r A-level qualification, but n,e u,ill consicle r othe r
qualifications inclucling i'tnv n'ork cxpcrict-tcc ),ou hirvc. Prior
knorvlcdgc of cor.r.rpr.rtir.rg crrn bc l.rclpful.

Hov long does the course last?

Three Ycals.

What can I do uith this qwalif.cation?

htthcr snrdy:
You can g() ()n to t lke an Honours clcgrcc in Oonrptrter
stucl ics at l  univcrsitr ' .  This ncccls just onc nrorc \,clr of f ir l l-
tir-r'rc stuclv.

Oartcr:
This cle grcc givcs r'ou thc chrncc to rr'ork ir-r cornmcrcc,
inclustrl', cutcrtliunre nt, rrncl thc pr.rblic scctor. Tl-re rc irrc jol'r
o1'rportunitics in trlclitionrl lrcrrs of cor-r-r1'ruting irs u'cll as u,e [-r
clcvclopment, r'naking cligital iurrrgcs firr rrnir-t'rrtion, :rncl
colnPuter ganlcs.

Col lege or Univers i ty

Cou rse

Entry qual i f icat ions

Length

Career prospects

Work in groups. Search one of these sites each for a
course you find interesting. Note the lnformation in a
table similar to that in l.

www. hereford-tech.  ac.  u k

www.d ud levcol .  ac.  u k

www.  u t s . edu .au

www.ttu.  edu

www.  un i t e c . ac .  n z

Share your ínformation and try to agree on the best
course. Then explain your choice to the other groups.

Checklist
Assess your progress in this unit.
Tick (/) the statements which are true.

I know key terms for different bra nches
oftech nology

I understand the d i f ference: Present S imole
v Present Cont inuous

I understand the d i f ference: strong and
weak forms of  auxi l iary verbs

My reading and l i s tening are good
enough to understand most ofeach text
i n  th i s  un i t

Key words
Adverb
oversea s

Nouns
a rchitectu re
ca reer
construct ion
cou r5e
l ab
ma n ufactu r ing
qual i f icat ion
resea rch
semester
structu re
subject
tech n ic ia n
traffic

Verb
p rese nt

Note here anyth ing about how Engl ish is  used
in technologythat is  newtoyou.


