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Housing in Moscow

Prefabrication plants in Moscow produce thousands of standard pan-
els and structures — including toilet and bathroom units. These large
panel buildings can be assembled in a variety of architectural arrange-
ment. ~
On the southern fringe of the capital, on the way to Vnukovo Air-
port, one can see miles upon miles of construction work with forests
of cranes lifting great panels. The blocks of flats going up there vary
from nine to twenty storeys and 95 per cent of the buildings are of pre-
fabricated structures.

Retail shops, launderettes, .various repair services and so on are
located on the ground floors of the blocks of flats. It is served by mod-

" ern ten-year schools, kindergartens and polyclinics. Two cinemas to
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site on lorries. They are ready to be fixed in the houses

'fieag 1,300, libraries and sports stadiums as well as clubs are also in the
istrict.
Standing out from the surrounding housing, there are three exper-
imental 22-storey tower blocks at the site. The builders usually assemble
a 29-storey block of 147 flats in three months. 12-to-16-storey flats can
be put up in just three weeks. New materials and ideas are being tried
out and tested in the blocks. For instance, the white exteriors of the
tower blocks were relieved at intervals by pleasant blue-coloured panels
which appeared to be of some ceramic material. ,

~ In cross-section the building forms a cross — its four wings, housing
the flats, were so designed that during the course of a day each flat re-
ceives some sunlight. The central core of the building houses the fast
passenger and freight lifts and auxiliary service rooms with ample space
for parking bicycles and prams. ~
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How to build a brick house
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